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What we know and what we don’t know

The obvious and the not-so obvious



Top Rural Concerns 
(From Canadian Rural 

Revitalization Foundation -
128 respondents) 

• Access to Healthcare services + Critical Care Capacity

• Bridging the Digital Divide + Access to Information

• Relief for Small + Local Businesses + Employers

• Support for Non-Profit and Social Service Sector

• Market Access for Agriculture, Fisheries and Natural Resources

• Local Capacity Building + Long Term Stratgies for Rural resilience



From Agriculture, Economic Development and Community of Practice 
Agriculture & COVID-19: How Can We Help?, April 15 Webinar



What are we missing from 
the preceding 2 slides?



Perspectives from the 
Warden

• Ginn on the workforce: “Some common themes are 
still problems for some of our businesses, like 
workforce shortage. As much as the numbers look like 
there’s a lot of unemployed, I think a lot of those 
people are temporarily unemployed or are waiting for 
their jobs to come back.”

• On housing: Ginn said it’s difficult to attract people to 
the area if there’s no place for them to live.

• On child care:  “We talked a lot about child care being 
a problem as well. With kids being out of school, 
young families, they just don’t have people to look 
after their kids. Internet connectivity, obviously, is a 
big one as people try to work from home and kids try 
to learn from home.”

(Blackburn News- June 9)



Vulnerability and What it Means
Individuals 

Etc.



Some of our challenges and 
opportunities moving forward 

(Is there some good news in the 
midst of all of this?):

• Agriculture

• Tourism

• Our space

• Our not-for-profits

• Our relatively good fortune to this 
point in time

• Other…



Some things to Remember

• If you’ve visited one rural community, you’ve 
visited one rural community.  They will all 
experience COVID19 differently

• The importance of building upon local 
resources, integrating local knowledge and 
using locally relevant information

• The importance of broadband – it is a 
connected world

• Strategies for Rural Recovery 

• On-going Social Distancing

• Potential (likelihood) of continued disruptions

• Huron’s Rural Lens





University of Guelph - Research and 
Action: The Research Team and Research 
Objectives During and Post COVID19

1) Identify vulnerable populations in Huron / Perth;

2) Determine priority programs to support 
vulnerable populations (e.g. mental health, income 
and food security, education);

3) Explore opportunities for the non-
profit/charitable sector;

4) Identify emergent mental health and economic 
concerns; and,

5) Utilize findings to recommend policy and 
governance changes to increase resilience.



Conclusion


