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Background 
 Designed to complement the EFP (support rural 

landowners to undertake voluntary ‘on-the-
ground’ stewardship activities)  

 Rural landowners determine and act on 
stewardship needs on their own properties 

 Local stewardship organizations are directly 
involved in the process, fostering coordination 
and more focused follow-up for stewardship 
extension 

 The Provincial version was designed to be 
adapted for local and diverse application …  



Purpose of the Guide 

• To develop or expand 
environmental awareness. 

• To educate -improve 
practices. 

• To work with others to 
accomplish this. 

• Have fun! 



What’s in the Guide? 

• Introduction to Local Ecology 
• What is a watershed? 
• Why should we be concerned? 
• Local scale features 

 
• The Workbook: 

• 14 different worksheets 
• Each worksheet asks you to rate your activities 

on your property. 



Background to the Update (2012) 
 Project initiated in early 2011 with OMAFRA KTT 

funding  
  Purpose of project:  

 To benchmark use of the Guide over the past few years, 
including identification of  non-users 

 Answer the question, can the Guide be made more useful to 
more potential users in Ontario? 

 Update the Guide to keep it current 
 Examine other mechanisms to promote its use, ie. Develop a 

community of practice, etc. 

 



Additional Background 
  Spring 2011 – project workplan developed 
  Information exchange on project at various events: 

 March ‘11: KTT/University of Guelph Partnership Practices  
 November ‘11 – Poster @ Latornell Conference Workshop on Valuation for 

Ecological Services  
 Focus group meetings  in 2012 with users/SNO 
 Presentation on Guide at APA Conference, Los Angeles 

 Survey completed of users/non-users in 2011 
 Pilot survey prepared & tested 
 Final survey circulated to conservation authorities and stewardship councils 
 Responses analyzed & general observations/conclusions made 

 
 



Survey Results 
 8 Question On-line Survey responded to by ~1/3 of 

CAs/SCs Contacted 
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Survey Results 
 Responses from 16 CAs (including 1 from Conservation 

Ontario) 
 
 

11 



Survey Results 
 Responses from 14 SCs 
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Survey Results Continued 
 Majority of respondents were aware of the Guide 
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N = 38 



Survey Results Continued 
 Of those who were aware of the Guide, there was a tendency to 

use the Guide in stewardship initiatives 
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N = 29 



Survey Results Continued 
 There were many suggestions as to others who could use 

the Guide, e.g. Municipalities, NGOs 
 

15 N = 29 



Survey Results Continued 
 Only slightly more than half thought a standardized Guide was 

useful 
 
 

16 N = 35 



Survey Results Continued 
 Many other tools were identified to promote stewardship 

 
 

17 N = 36 



Survey Results Continued 
 Some general observations from comments on the 

Survey: 
 The ‘Water’ and ‘Septic System’ Worksheets used 

mostly 
 Considered to be a useful, holistic tool to promote 

environmental stewardship 
 A means to ‘bridge’ private property owner interests 

together with government policy objectives 
 



Survey Results Continued 
  Of all survey respondents, most thought the Guide 

was useful in providing a standardized format  to 
promote environmental stewardship initiatives 

 Several have customized the Guide to specific 
geographic areas, (10) or to specific interests (2) 

 Considered by most to be only  
 one form of ‘tool in the tool kit’ 
 to spur action, i.e. Important to  
 link to financial incentives  

 



New Opportunities for Delivery 
 A question posed…. 



And now ladies and gentlemen, 
YOUR PANEL! 



Mari Veliz,  
Ausable Bayfield Conservation Authority 



 
Rural Landowner Delivery 
 
 Workshops (host 

neighbours, groups, 
watershed plans)  

 Actions related to 
gardening 

 Encourage people to 
create individual 
environmental 
property plans 
 

Mari Veliz 
Healthy Watersheds Coordinator 



Lisa Brusse 
Credit Valley Conservation Authority 



Your Guide to Caring for the Credit

• Since 2007, have hosted 16 workshops reaching 307 
landowners

• Has become a foundation program for CVC to 
educate and engage landowners

• Site visits offered to assist landowners with 
completion of their action plan and identify 
stewardship projects

• Complementary incentive program developed in 2012 
but cancelled due to funding constraints

• Conduct annual survey to evaluate behaviour change

• Launching Countryside Stewardship Network to 
maintain on-going communications with participating 
landowners Caring for Your Horse & Farm

• Just over 50% of farm properties in Credit 
River watershed are horse farms

• Since 2009, have hosted 8 workshops and 
delivered 2 presentations reaching 152 
horse farm owners

• Successful in advancing horse farm owners 
through the EFP workshop and stewardship 
funding process



Tracey Ryan,  
Grand River Conversation Authority 



 GRCA has conducted 5 Rural Stewardship Workshops 
 More than 100 landowners have participated in the workshops 
 Septic system and well worksheets are provided to landowners 

participating in funding programs. 



Emma Followes, 
Ministry of Natural Resources   

 
 



- Delivered by MNR, Stewardship Councils & OMAFRA  

- Meets policy 8.6 of Lake Simcoe Protection Plan & complements EFP 

- Targeted rural, shoreline & semi-urban landowners (i.e. 50% of land; >90% of popln.) 

- Env. Can. Lake Simcoe Clean-Up Fund (LSCUF) and Prov. of Ont. funding @$1M/yr 

- 50 guide-based workshops delivered (between April 09 & Dec 2011) – approx. attendance of 
1150 

- 277 guide-based projects completed (between April 09 & March 2012) – This was supplemented 
by 80 pilot / demonstration projects & by 82 OSR based projects  

Lake Simcoe Community  
Stewardship Program 



Carolinian Canada Coalition 



Caring for Species at Risk  
Rural Landowner Workshops 

 Developed  a “Carolinian Landowner Stewardship 
Module: Caring for Species at Risk On Your Land” 
to accompany manual. 

 Twelve workshops delivered between 2010 and 
2012 in 12 counties and +375 landowners. 

 Delivery partners included MNR, conservation 
authorities, stewardship councils, land trusts, 
woodlot owners and agricultural organizations. 

 Over 250 landowner pledges received re. commit to 
making positive changes for SAR on their land. 

 Follow-up e-surveys indicate the over 80% of 
landowners have initiated projects. 

 Projects include planting trees for wildlife, 
establishing meadows/prairies and wildlife 
corridors, planting pollinating plants for bees and 
butterflies, installing snake hibernacula and nest 
boxes. 
 

http://www.waynecaldwell.ca/RLSG/RLSG Full Version.pdf


Bronwynne Wilton,  
Equine  Guelph 



• Initiated discussions between Equine Guelph and Wayne Caldwell to 
modify the guide to suit the Ontario equine sector 

• Purpose of the guide for Equine Guelph was to use it as a key manual for a 
newly developed continuing education course 

• Currently offering our second ‘Stewardship of the Equine Environment’ 
course (approx. 115 students total) 
 



  interactive 
  discussion format 
  audience involvement (contributions/questions) 
  hopefully fun and engaging. 
  
 We have three questions that the panel will respond 

to.  Please jump in with questions or anecdotes from 
your own experience.  
 

 
Our Approach: 



The First Question: 
 

 What was the most surprising or humorous 
aspect of working with the Guide? . . .  

 



The Second Question: 
 

 What is/was your greatest challenge? . . . 



The Third Question: 
 

 Provide one suggestion for 
encouraging/helping other communities to 

use the Guide?  . . . 
 

 



 

Discussion 
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