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INSERT LOGO(S)
New landowner stewardship guide highlights individual actions for our environment
Local people may be more interested than ever in protecting the health of their local environment but they might also wonder “What can I do to help?” Rural, non-farm residents now have an answer in a new publication and environmental property self-assessment program created to assist their efforts. 

 The Rural Landowner Stewardship Guide for the Ontario Landscape has just been released as an environmental self-assessment program for rural non-farm residents (i.e., people who own rural properties but are not farmers). Environmental self-assessments are now available for farmers, cottagers and the rural non-farm landowner with the release of this inland counterpart.    

The Rural Landowner Stewardship Guide is fashioned after the successful Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) for agricultural landowners but it is aimed at engaging rural non-farm residents in the protection of their natural environment through individual actions. “These small, individual actions can bring about positive changes and improvements in our environment and the Stewardship Guide is a great starting point to begin that change,” said INSERT NAME, ROLE with the ORGANIZATION. 

The Rural Landowner Stewardship Guide helps rural non-farm landowners evaluate their property and identify areas where they might positively impact the local environment. The guide itself is a series of worksheets that landowners work through during a short workshop. Worksheets cover topics ranging from wells and septic systems to managing forest, stream and wetland ecosystems. After the workshops are completed, landowners will have created an action plan for environmental improvements that can be undertaken on their property. The guide also contains valuable stewardship tips and resource information.

If you would like to attend a scheduled workshop, or organize one for your own group/organization please call NAME at PHONE NUMBER.  Workshops will be taking place throughout the winter of 2007-2008 in LOCATION and (SPECIFY) watersheds. The workshops are free and can be tailored to suit the needs of your group. 

The Rural Landowner Stewardship Guide for Ontario Landscape was produced by environmental partners including the Canadian Water Network, Environment Canada, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, Ontario Nature, Ontario Farm Environmental Coalition, Wildlife Habitat Canada, and the University of Guelph.
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